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the Baltic States. In 1939 Hitler had already con-
ceded to Stalin as a sphere of influence those very
Baltic States which Hoffmann and Kiihlmann had
annexed in order to protect them from Bolshevism,
and was prepared to acquiesce in the return of
Polish territory to Russia. The first agreement of
Brest-Litovsk opened the door for Germany to the
rich lands of the Ukraine and the grain and oil of
Rumania; the second shattered the Fiihrer's dream
of a Ukrainian dominion and barred the way to an
advance into Rumania save through Hungary.
Germany in the interval had abandoned the mon-
archical principle, destroyed the republic, and
sought uneasy refuge in dictatorship. In Russia
the much despised regime of 1918, whose end had
been so confidently predicted, remained mighty and
sinister, though the source of its dictatorship had
shifted from the proletariat to a single mysterious
individual in the Kremlin. In sum, the passage of
twenty-one years between the two meetings at Brest
marked the transfer of ascendancy of power from
Germany to Russia.
The speed and depth of the Soviet advance was a
source of surprise and anxiety to the Germans. The
first line of demarcation as announced on 19
September followed the ethnographic frontier, but
this was followed three days later by a further con-
cession by Berlin of a line much farther to the West,
following the Vistula and running through the city
of Warsaw. The definite frontier, as finally fixed
by the Ribbentrop-Molotov Agreement of 29 Sep-
tember, allocated the former White Russian and